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Transcript of “’What Remains: using animation to engage audiences with after-death practices’ conference film clip recording
 

Speaker: Professor Erica Borgstrom, Professor of Medical Anthropology, The Open University

Hi, I'm Erica Borgstrom. I'm a Professor of Medical Anthropology at the Open University where I specialise in researching a topic that is known as death studies. I particularly focus on palliative and end of life care and people's experiences of care and bereavement. At the Open University, I'm also one of several Open Media Fellows, a unique role within our university that works on commissioning, creating, and curating content for public education.

My session is about what do we do with our dead. It kind of makes it think that it's always been the same, but has it? I use an example of an award-winning animation that I've been involved in to think about how we engage with audiences educationally, emotionally, and creatively to think about issues around death and bereavement. This particular animation that I showcase in my talk explores a diversity of practices around what is done after someone dies, opening to questioning about what one may want and what the future potentially holds. The animation was created for OU Connect to provide educational materials supporting the OU BBC co-production, Stacey Dooley: Inside the Undertakers, which I was one of the academic consultants for.

There are three key learning points as part of my presentation. The first is embedded within the animation itself. Within that, we can explore that what people do with their dead is incredibly diverse over time and place.

 The second learning point in my presentation is about using animation as part of public engagement.
What I have found in my work through the Open University is that it's quite incredible what can be done through using animation, by engaging people to think about different topics in a way they might
not have done so before.

So, for example, in this animation, we're getting people to think about what happens to someone after they die, and that this can be incredibly varied, which in turn can enable them to explore about what they might want to happen to them or someone close to them, and why that matters, or perhaps not at all. The animation itself can also be incredibly useful for training staff to examine their own assumptions and biases, and to perhaps provide them with some conversation starters.

The last learning point in my presentation that I like to explore is how using animation as an art form allows us to combine artistic elements, language and music, to engage people with big life questions in a non-threatening way, providing them both education and entertainment.

I hope you enjoy the presentation, and if you're unable to be with us, you can always follow the animation by looking at OU Connect and searching for Stacey Dooley, Inside the Undertakers.






The film was produced in October 2024 and can be found at https://www.sad.scot.nhs.uk/conference/ or https://vimeo.com/1024353118


For more information visit www.sad.scot.nhs.uk or contact supportarounddeath@nes.scot.nhs.uk
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