
Scotland 

recommendations 



Key recommendation: 
•   Scottish Government must commit to developing a new, cross-
departmental bereavement strategy that recognises support following 
bereavement as a human right

• Real opportunity to influence the development of 
the new Scottish Human Rights Act 

• Understand what a human right to bereavement 
support is and how it relates to the ‘right to 
health’

• Influence policy development, especially the 
creation of the new National Care Service and the 
Palliative and End of Life Strategy

• Importance of developing a whole of life 
bereavement strategy.



Key recommendation: 
How can we make sure that people at all stages of life are supported through 
bereavement? 

Key recommendation • All Scottish education establishments must have a 
bereavement policy, and provide opportunities for children and young 
people to learn about coping with death and bereavement as part of life 

• Real opportunity to build on the excellent work 
undertaken by the National Childhood 
Bereavement Project and to build on the 
recommendations of the report ‘Growing Up 
Grieving.’



Key recommendation: 
How can inequalities in bereavement support be addressed for ethnic 
minority communities in Scotland? 

Key recommendation : 
• Scottish Government must invest 79p per person in the population for 
transforming bereavement services over the next five years, with particular 
focus on better supporting Black, Asian and ethnic minority communities, 
those experiencing financial hardship and others who are poorly served 

• Challenge of ensuring cost of living responses, the 
work of Social Security Scotland all build on a 
public health approach to bereavement support.  



Charter launched in April 2020 

along with Guidance notes updated 

every year

A Bereavement Charter for 

Children and Adults in Scotland

https://www.sad.scot.nhs.uk/bereavement-charter/


Continuous promotion and 
development since launch 
through webinars, charter mark, 
animations, Guidance, 
awareness sessions, influencing 
businesses and policy. 

• https://www.goodlifedeathgrief.org.uk/content/be

reavement_charter/



Time to build on the 
positive energy and 
commitment.


